News 1-7

The Life of Luxury

(1) The Japanese Government announced yesterday that it would investigate the
expense account payments of several members of the Liberal Democratic Party.

(2) The action was caused by recent newspaper reports that several politicians were
living very luxuriously on taxpayers’ money.

(3) Two weeks ago, some famous ritzy restaurants claimed that several high-ranking
officials had spent a great deal of money on liquor and expensive dinners.

(4) Other sources say that four politicians have chartered private airliners for vacation
trips, and that one official spent 3,000 euros for a three-night stay at a five star hotel in
Paris.

(5) Although the politicians have denied any improper payments, they have promised to
cooperate with investigators in establishing more careful accounting procedures for

their expenses.
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