News 3-18

Getting the Blues

(1) The boss of an American medical company claims he has developed a technique to
turn brown eyes blue.

(2) Gregg Homer, founder of Stroma Medical, says a special laser treatment can remove
the brown pigment from eyes, leaving a blue color in its place.

(3) The lawyer-cum-inventor says this is possible because beneath the brown pigment
that covers the iris is a blue-looking orb.

(4) “Anyone who has brown eyes has blue eyes underneath,” Homer says.

(5) “It’s covered by a thin layer of pigment.

(6) We've developed a laser that can be fired straight through the clear part of the eye,
the cornea, and it disrupts the pigment ... and it removes it from the eye.”

(7) The new cosmetic surgery will cost around $5,000 and take just 20 seconds.

(8) But the American Academy of Ophthalmology has disparaged the procedure, which
1t says carries unknown risks.

(9) “We are lucky to have the sensory abilities of vision.

(10) I'd let someone operate on my eyes if I had a problem, but I wouldn’t go asking for

trouble.”
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